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Religious Diversity in Scouting

An exploration of the 12t point of
the Boy Scout Law
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Original Boy Scout Handbook

A Original Boy Scout Handbook was issued in 1910

A Had very little to say about religion (and as a
percentage of its overall content, this has always
remained the case).

A Original text regarding the final point of the Scout
Law

"He Is reverent toward God. He is
faithful in his religious duties and
respects the convictions of others
INn matters of custom and religion.”

-
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Chivalry chapter in the First
Handbook

The Boy Scouts of America maintain that no boy can
grow into the best kind of citizenship without
recognizing his obligation to God. . . . The
recognition of God as the ruling and leading power in
the universe, and the grateful acknowledgment of
His favors and blessings is necessary to the best
type of citizenship and is a wholesome thing in the
education of the growing boy. . . . The Boy Scouts of
America therefore recognize the religious element in
the training of a boy, but it is absolutely non-
sectarian in its attitude toward that religious training.
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BSA Religious Diversity

A Religion is a one of the three key principles of the
Scouting Movement:
I Growth in moral strength and character
I Participating citizenship
I Development in physical, mental, and emotional
fitness

A All religions accepted by the BSA except those
t hat go against BSAOSsS mal

I Donot bel il Athessts,Agnostis, dome
Unitarian Universalists, some Buddhists

I Cannot swear allegiance to country or show loyalty to
other organizationsi Jehovahos Witnes:
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What religions
are there In the
world?



The Worl|l dos maj

Buddhism_ Sikhism Judaism_Qthers

5.13%

Chinese Religion

5.62%
Primal-

indigenous
6.52%

Total world population
estimated at 6.8 billion
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Major Branches of Religion

A Christianity, one God who is Trinity i 2 billion
A 1slam, one God (Allah) 7 1.3 billion

A Hinduism, one Supreme Reality (Brahman)
with many gods/goddesses 1 900 million

A Primal-indegenous i 457 million

A Chinese Religion, dualistic yin and yang,
mythological beings 1T 394 million

A Buddhism, none or many gods i 360 million

A Sikhism, the Universe is God i 23 million

A Judaism, one god (Yahweh) i 14 million

-
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What were the

beliefs of the
founders of the
Scouting
movement?
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Founders of the BSA

A Robert S. S. Baden-Powell i Christian
background, Military Officer

A Ernest Thompson Seton i Naturalist, studied
Native American Spiritualism

A Daniel Carter Beard i Woodsman, lllustrator,
founded Sons of Daniel Beard

A William D. Boyce i Publicist, was helped by
anonymous Scout while in England

A James E. West i Attorney, first Chief Scout
Executive of the BSA

-
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Boys Brigade Ig ga‘/fs@

Zd Robert Baden Powell =5\ \‘ g
A Interdenominational Christian-only youth | w
organization founded in 1883 BRI GADE

A Still around today with 500,000 members

A Aim: Develop "Christian manliness" by the use of
a semi-military discipline and order, gymnastics,
summer camps, and religious services and
classes.

A The movement pioneered camping for leisure in
Britain, previously rarely used outside the military.

A Before launching the Scouting movement, Robert
Baden Powell was Vice President of the Brlgade
and admired the organi za:

-
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League of Woodcraft Indians
Ernest Thompson Setorgme

A American youth program established by
Ernest Thompson Seton

A For non-indian boys, and eventually girls too

A Seton's property had been vandalized by a group of
boys from the local school. After having to repaint his
gate a number of times, he went to the school and
Invited the boys to the property for a weekend. Rather
than prosecuting them, he sat down with them and told
them stories about Native Americans and nature.

A Understood Native American spirituality, emphasized
the "Great Spirit" as a foundation for ethical conduct

A Wrote articles published as Birch Bark Roll, gave a
copy to Baden-Powell after meeting him in 1906.
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The Scouting Movement

A After returning from military service in Africa in
1907, Baden Powell held a camp on Brownsea
Island for 22 boys.

I Many were from Boys Brigade
I Some were sons of his friends he recruited from local
schools

A He wrote Scouting for Boys in 1908, incorporating
|l deas from the Boyos Bri
Woodcraft Indians, and his experiences in the
military.
A Boys and girls spontaneously formed Scout
troops, soon becoming an international obsession.

-
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Founder 0s VI

A Robert Baden-Powell founded the Scout
movement as a youth organization (with boys as
'Scouts' and girls as 'Guides')

I Independent of any single faith or religion

I Spirituality and a belief in a higher power were key to
the development of young people.

A Scouting organizations are free to interpret the
method as laid down by the founder.

A As the modern world has become more secular
and as many societies have become more
religiously diverse, this has caused
misunderstandings and controversies in some of
the national member organizations.

{%ff BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA o



What Is your
religious
affiliation?



American Religious Affiliation

A Survey by Newsweek magazine and
Belief.Net in the summer of 2005:

-,
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58% Protestant

I
T 22% Catholic

T 5% as another Christian
.
!
!
!

1% as Judaism

I 1% as Islam
I 3% as other non non-Christian religion
I 6% said they were atheists, agnostics or had no

religion
4% would not designate a religion to the pollsters
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BSA Chartering Organizations

A Religious: Organizations
T Protestanti 1,200,000 Scouts
i LDS (Mormon) i 396,000 1,800,000
I Roman Catholic T 297,000 1’600’000
T Anglican (Episcopal) i 48,000
T Orthodox T 1,300 1.-400:000
T Jewish Synagogues and Centers i 4,400 1.200.000
T Islam, Muslim, Masjid i 1,800 ’ 4
T Indian Tribal Council i 1,600 1.-000:000
A C'I. : Buddhist Churches of America i 1,400 800,000
AY/ [
T American Legioni 72,000 600:000
T Businessi 73,000 400’000
T Lions International i 80,000
T Rotary International i 46,000 200.-000
A Educational 0] |
I Groups of Citizens i 129,000
i Parent-Teacher i 278,000 N S >
f A N o) \
I Schools 1 160,000 C \\ &\o
A Churches sponsor about 62% of troops nationally and Qg} \\,c?’
involve about 55% of all boys in Scouting <</E>
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What does Duty
to God mean to
you?



Duty to God

A Actor Jimmy Stewart earned the rank
of Eagle Scout. On being presented
the Distinguished Scouter Award In =
1980, he recited the Scout Oath and then explalned
what it meant to him. He said:

A "To God and my country.” Duty to God - means a lot
more than saying a prayer every time you need a
favor. A lot more. Duty to God is simply that voluntary
gesture you must make and remake a million times in
your lifetime as a statement of your recognition that
there is someone above this universe who watches
over this universe and to whom each of us is a favorite
son. Duty to God Is a lifetime thank-you note our
hearts send out in appreciation for the life that has
been | oaned to us here on
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Beautiful Experience

A Actor John Wayne, who was a Scout in
his youth, was honored by President
Ford, an Eagle Scout, at the same black-
tie, benefit dinner where Jimmy Stewart
spoke.

A John Wayne recited the Scout Law and commented,
"Nice words. Trouble is, we learn them so young we
sometimes don't get all the understanding that goes
with them. o

A Commenting on Reverent, John Wayne put it simply,
"Believe in anything you want to believe in, but keep
God at the top of it. With Him, life can be a beautiful
experience. Without Him, you're just biding time."
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Questions?
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Christianity (2 billion)

A Based on the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ in the New Testament

A 5 major branches of Christianity:

I Protestantism (Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Bapti st We8§0|rmellly)rane)
I Roman Catholic - > 1 billion
I Eastern Orthodox, or Orthodox Catholic i 225 million
I Oriental Orthodox (Oriental meaning Eastern)
I Anglican (the Church of England, Episcopal) - 77
million
A Other groups include Born-Agai n, Jehov
Witnesses, Mormons (LDS), Churches of Christ,
many others T no distinct branch of Christianity

b
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Christianity

A Founded by Jesus Christ in ¢. 30 AD, Israel.

A God(s) and Universe: One God who is a
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

A Purpose of Life: Know, love and serve God

A Afterlife: Eternal heaven or hell (or temporary
purgatory).

A House of Worship: Church, chapel, cathedral,
pasilica, meeting hall

A Texts: The Bible (Old and New Testaments)

-
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Major Christian Holidays

A Most Dates determined by Gregorian
Solar Calendar

I Advent, approach of Christmas
I Christmas, celebrating the birth of Jesus
I Epiphany (Jan. 6)

I Lent, fasting in preparation of Easter

A Shrove Tuesday, marking last day before Lent (aka Carnival
or Mardi Gras)

A Ash Wednesday, marking first day of Lent
A Palm Sunday, last Sunday of Lent

I Good Friday, the Friday preceding Easter Sunday
| Easter, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus
Al | Saint s Day
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Islam (1.3 billion)

A Origin: Muhammad, 622 AD,
Mecca Iin Saudi Arabia

A One God (Allah in Arabic)

A Purpose of Life: Submit (islam) to the will
of Allah to attain Paradise after death, or
suffer in Hell.

A House of Worship: Mosques
A Texts: Qur'an (Scripture); Hadith (tradition)
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Islamic Holidays

A Holiday Dates are based off of the Islamic
Lunar Calendar with 354-5 days
I Al-Hijra: Islamic New Year
I Ramadan: Month of Fasting

I 'ld Al-Fitr: Festival of Breaking the Fast (end
of Ramadan)

I 'ld Al-Adha: Festival of the Sacrifice
I Ashura: Remembering Shiite Martyr Husayn

I Mawlid: Muhammad's Birthday
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Islam post-9/11

A The inhuman attacks of September 11 were
condemned In the strongest terms by virtually all
Islamic leaders, organizations, and countries.

A Just as every major religion practiced in modern
societies has a wide-range of ethical practices and
theological teachings along a "conservative" to "liberal"
continuum, the same is no less true of Islam.

A Mohammad was an Arab, but only 10-15% of all
Muslims are Arab
A Example of Islamic Diversity:

I Women in Indonesia and Pakistan may be elected
President.

T Women cannot even drive a car in Saudi Arabia
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Hinduism (900 million)

A Origin: Indigenous religion of India as g
developed from 1500 BC to present day.

A God(s) and Universe: One Supreme Reality
(Brahman) manifested in many gods and goddesses

A Purpose of Life: To attain liberation from the cycle of
reincarnation, or at least a better rebirth.

A Afterlife: Reincarnation until gain enlightenment.

A Practices: Yoga, meditation, worship (puja), devotion
to a god or goddess, pilgrimage to holy cities, live
according to one's dharma (purpose/ role).

A Place of worship: Temple or Home Shrine
A Texts: Vedas, Upanishads, Sutras, Bhagavad Gita
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Hindu Holidays

A Dates based off of Hindu Lunisolar
Calendar

i Holi - festival of colors and spring (February-
March)

I Mahashivaratri (Shiva Ratri) - night sacred
to Shiva (February-March)

I Rama Navami - birthday of Lord Rama (April)

I Dassera - victory of Rama over demon king
Ravana (September-October)

I Diwali - festival of lights and Laksmi
(September-October)
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30

-




Chinese Religion
(394 million)

A Composed of 4 main traditions
(most Chinese practice some
combination):

I Chinese folk religion
I Confucianism
I Taoism

i Buddhism
God(s) and Universe: Dualistic yin and yang;
mythological beings and folk deities.
Purpose is a favorable life and peaceful afterlife, attained through
rituals and honoring of ancestors.

Afterlife: Judgment, then reincarnation or temporary hell until gain a
Buddhist-type paradise.

Practices: Ancestor worship, prayer, longevity practices , divination,
prophecy and astrology, feng shui.

Texts: None

o o o I» o
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Chinese Religion holidays

A Dates based off Chinese lunisolar
calendar

I Chinese New Year (around Feb.)

I Autumn Moon Festival (late Sep.)

I Ghost Festival (mid-August)

I Chinese Buddhist Festivals

I Oing Ming Jie, or Tomb Sweeping Day (April)
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Buddhism (360 million)

A Founded by Siddharta Gautama
(the Buddha) in c. 520 BC, NE India.

A Purpose in Life: Avoid suffering, gain enlightenment
and release from cycle of rebirth, or a better rebirth

A Gods and Universe: Varies: Theravada atheistic:
Mahayana more polytheistic. Buddha taught nothing is
permanent.

A Afterlife: Reincarnation or Nirvana (if enlightened).

A Practices: Meditation, mantras, devotion to deities (in
some sects), mandalas (Tibetan)

A Place of Ritual: Temple, meditation hall
A Texts: Tripitaka, Mahayana sutras, etc.
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Buddhist Holidays

A Vary by region, but generally include:
iBuddhaos (®inetimdicMay)

ifBuddhaos EnjorBpdhtDayr me nt
(December 8)

I Lunar Quarters

A Holidays based off of Buddhist Calendar,
lunisolar. A year consists of 354, 355, 384,
or 385 days.
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Judaism (14 million)

A Origin: The religion of the Hebrews
(c. 1300 BC), especially after the
destruction of the Second Temple in 70 AD.

A God(s) and Universe: One God, Yahweh (YHVH).

A Obey God's commandments, live ethically. Focus is
more on this life than the next.

A Afterlife: Beliefs vary, not historically emphasized

A Practices: Circumcision at birth, bar/bat mitzvah at
adulthood. Synagogue services on Saturdays. No pork
or other non-kosher foods. Holidays related to
historical events.

A Place of Worship: Synagogue (temple)
A Texts: Bible (Tanakh), Talmud
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