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Why do we have knots for

Scouting?

T

A Should you bother with leader recognition knots?
A Do they add any value to your Scouting program?

Alsndét it really about the boy

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA




A All of the leader recognition knots require training.

A The knots require attendance to either Bow
Wow/University of Scouting or four monthly roundtables,

an excellent way to share ideas and network with other
Scout leaders

A By following the guidelines of the leader recognition knots,
you are getting the training needed to bring a quality
program to your unit, either at the den level or pack level.
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Consistency

A We arecharged with taking the program that National BSA
has developed and bringing it to our units.

A The guidelines of BSA are reinforced in the requirements
for the | eaderodos recognition

A We are all meeting the same guidelines and striving for the
same
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Recognition

A There is nothing wrong with usScoutersbeing recognized
for our hard work.

A Great way to encourage our leaders while awarding them
for their efforts.

A Sets a good example to our boys.

A Leaders can be surprised by presenting them with their
recognition knot.
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Knot Categories

Training Award Knots d Earned by adults

Meritorious Service Knotsd Most presented to adults

Knots of Rankd Earned by youth, worn as adults

Meritorious Action Knots o Presented to both youth and adults
ScoutreachService Award Knotso Presented to adults
Religious Knots d Earned by both youth and adults

Others
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Training Awards

A Earned by adult leaders

A Requirements must be met for Training, Tenure, and
Performance to be eligible for the knot.

A Adult Leaders can earn and apply for the knot themselves.
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Cub Scouting
Training Award Knots

Cub Scout Den Leader Award i (Wolf & Bear Den Leaders)

Webelos Den Leader Award

Cubmaster Award

Cub Scouter Award

Pack Trainer Award

Den Leader Coach Training Award - retired
AN
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Other Training Award Knots

Scouter's Training Award

Scouter's Key i Applicable to Scoutmaster, Commissioner,
District Committee Member, Skipper, and Venturing Advisor

Professional Training Award

Philmont Training Center Masters Track Award MEW!

Doctorate of Commissioner Science Award FEW!
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Meritorious Service Awards

A Denote service at various levels of scouting which generally
go above and beyond what would normally be expected

A With the possible exception of the Distinguished
Commissioner Service Awardselfhomination
automatically disqualifies a candidate.
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Meritorious Service Knots

Scoutmaster Award of Merit and Venturing Advisor Award of Merit

Venturing Leadership Award i Can be earned by youth and adults
Distinguished Commissioner Service Award

Order of the Arrow Distinguished Service Award i Can be
earned by youth and adults
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Meritorious Service Knots

District Award of Merit

Silver Beaver Award (Council-level Award of Merit)

Silver World Award (International-level Award of Merit) i Cannot
be a registered member of the BSA to receive this award!
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Rank Awards

Denote that the wearer, as a boy, has earned the highest
rank attainable within that program.

Current knots include Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting,
Venturing, and Sea Scoults.

Some may wear knots from programs now retired, such as
Exploring and Air Scouts

The knots can only be worn by adults.
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Knots of Rank

Arrow of Light Award (Cub Scouts)

Eagle Scout Award (Boy Scouts)
NESA Lifetime Membership Award (Boy Scouts) MEW!!

Silver Award (Venturing)

Quartermaster Award (Sea Scouts)
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Knots of Rank d

retired programs

i .

Silver or G.O.L.D. (Explorers) - retire

o B
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program

Ace (Air Scouts) - retired program

Ranger (Explorers) - retired program

RANGER] |n 1999 the Venturing Division decided to bring back the Ranger
‘RANGER award with updated, yet just as rugged, set of requirements. Male
and Female Venturers may earn this award and do not have to earn
the Silver Award prior. Holders of the Venturing Ranger Award must
wear the RANGER silver bar or cloth bar centered on the left pocket
flap of the uniform. The Boy Scouts of America has NOT
approved the wearing of the Ranger Award square knot to

represent the present award. o A
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Meritorious Action Awards

These knots are for scouts who have done something
noteworthy.

You can read about recent
Magazine.

Can be awarded to Scouts or Adult Leaders

Youth may wear this knot on their uniform

Selfnomination automatically disgualifies a candidate.
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Meritorious Action Knots

Anttempted to save a life

AConsiderable Risk

Andditional Crossed Palms Awarded for exceptional risk or skill
(may be worn on the ribbon but not the knot)

* Heroism Award

Attempted to save a life
Avinimal Risk to self

Medal of Merit

Aerformed some act of meritorious service above and beyond
Avlust employ some aspect of Scouting learning or skills

9
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Scoutreach Division Awards

A The ScoutreachDivision of the BSA gives special leadership
and emphasis to urban and rural Scouting programs,
making sure that all young people have an opportunity to
join Scouting, regardless of their circumstances,
neighborhood, or ethnic background.

A Reflects the diversity of the community to enrich the
Scouting experience.

A Seltnomination automatically disqualifies a candidate.

1
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Scoutreach Service Knots

Whitney Young, Jr. Service Award

Arovided Scouting opportunities for youth from rural or low-
income urban backgrounds

Asian American Spirit of Scouting Service Award

Arovided Scouting opportunities for Asian American youth.

iScouting...Vale la Pena! Service Award

Arovided Scouting opportunities for Hispanic American/Latino

youth
W 7,
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Religious Awards

A Religious Knot may be earned by a youth or an adult.

The award is administered and presented by a church body
for education, service and devotion to faith.

Requirements for this award vary from religion to religion.

BSA then allows the youth orScouterto wear a knot
signifying his completion of that award.

You can wear both knots if you earned the award as a youth
and as an adult.
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Religious Knots
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Other knots

h George Meany Award

Avery year, each AFL-CIO council and state federation
recognizes one individual who helps expand the use of the
American Labor merit badge or forms Scouting units connected
to labor unions.

William T. Hornaday Award for Distinguished Service in
Conservation
ARecognizes Scouts and Adult Leaders for their service to
conservation and ecology efforts in their communities.

Y| BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA




Other knots

Community Organization Award

Awarded by an external organization to Adult Leaders who are
one of its members for making significant contributions toward
the education, service and/or devotion to youth through
scouting. Organizations include:

AElks Club AJS Power Squadrons

Aviasonic Lodge ASons of the American Revolution
Aseterans of Foreign Wars ARotary Clubs

A\merican Legion Aionbdés Club

AJS Department of Defense ARuritan Clubs

A\lpha Phi Omega Fraternity
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Other knots

James E. West Service Award

Aresented through a local Council to any individual that gives
$1000 or more to the local Council's West Fellowship Fund on
behalf of him/herself, or another individual to be honored or
recognized through membership within the West Fellowship.

me William D. Boyce New-Unit Organizer Award

Aresented to recognize volunteers who organize one or more
traditional Scouting units.

| nternati onal Scouterbés Award

Ancourages Scouters to broaden their involvement in Scouting
through participation in World Scouting activities and recognizes
Scouters for their contributions to World Scoutlng
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Other knots

BSA Speaker Bank

AThe BSA is maintaining a list of officially registered speakers to
get the word out about Scouting.

After a registered speaker conducts a minimum of 20 speeches
and provides feedback, the speaker will receive a knot.

Seabadge Award

Aresented to registered Sea Scout adults that attend and

complete the Seabadge Conference advanced training course
(similar to Woodbadge)
."""—""""’r' 5

= William H. Spurgeon lll Award - retired

TS

Adighest recognition for individuals and organizations
contributing significant leadership to the Exploring program
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Know Before You Sew

A Properly placement of knots: Wear knots above the left
pocket in rows of three, and make sure the front loop of the
knot faces the left side of the shirt as you sew.

A Ot her than that, youdre free
pl acement . Rows of fewer than
need to be centered. The 1980 BSA mandate of the order of
knots has been eliminated.

A The BSA Insignia Guide sugges
most i mportant by the wearero

right. /.
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From a Thought to a Knot

A Less than one knot per year is added on average, even
though the committee annually gets 10 to 12 requests.

A New knots start with an idea. When a volunteer believes
there is a need for his or her colleagues to be recognized, he
or she can submit a request to the insignia committee in the
Council Solutions Group.

A Ideas that are deemed worthy must first make it through a
selection committee that <cons
representatives of Scouting.
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lacing the Ribbons
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A The BSA initially issued ribbon bars in 1934 to represent
awar ds, resembl i ng what yom-

A In 1946 the BSA debuted square knots to distance itself
from the military look. The first eight, introduced in 1947,
were the Honor Medal, Silver Buffalo, Silver Antelope,
Si Il ver Beaver, Eagle Scout
Key, and theS ¢ o u fTraiming Award.

A Since 1946 there have been 50 different knots, 41 of whiclji s
are still active. Most of the knots that have been
discontinued are associated with the Exploring program. &
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Rarity of knots

A The BSA doesndt keep statisti
knots presented each year, but BSA officials can name a few
especially uncommon knots.

A The Silver Buffalo lists among its recipients 13 former U.S.
presidents, Colin Powell, Neil Armstrong, and Charles Schulz.

A The OA Distinguished Service Award has been given only 500
times since 1940.

A You al so arendt | ikely to find
Training Award, as 1t canot be
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A Knot devices may add to the allure.

A

The most prestigious is easily the Distinguished Eagle Scout
award, a small gold eagle pin worn on the Eagle Scout knot.
Past honorees include former U.S. Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld, President Gerald R. Ford, and H. Ross
Perot, founder of EDS.

Another device found on Eagle Scout knots is the eagle palm.
These small bronze, gold, or silver pins are presented for
earning merit badges beyond the 21 required for Eagle.

For the especially giving, the James E. West knot can be
adorned with devices, including the 1910 Society pin for gifts
of $25,000 or more or the Founders Circle pin for gifts of
$100,000 or more.

The Honor Medal may be adorned with crossed palms if the
act of heroism involved exceptional skill or resourcefulness and
extreme risk of life.
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